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and Eurasians, had with the other Mahratta chiefs planned
the outing of the British. British India was then governed
by the remarkable Lord Mornington, afterwards Marquis
Wellesley, whose first work of self-preservation was the de-
struction of Tippu, the Afghan usurper in the South, who
had refused every chance to live at peace with the English.
Wellesley saw that until the Mahratta chiefs had been taught
a lesson and made to keep within their own territories as
ruling but not paramount chiefs, there could be no peace in
India, and in fact that the only way of prosperity was a
federated India of the broken Mogul lands, bound in some
bonds of goodwill under the British aegis.

Among the great combination of British Indian troops
and British allies, Sir Gerald Lake, then Commander-in-
Ghief in Bengal, led the 'Grand Army9 north from Agra to
meet Scindiah and rescue the miserable Emperor who had
once been the ally of the British. Another army, under Sir
Arthur Wellesley, came up from the south of India through
the Deccan.

Lake met the French-trained Mahratta Army outside
Delhi at Patparganj, some three miles on the opposite bank
facing Humayun's tomb, defeated them heavily, drove them
through Delhi, rescued the' old Emperor, restored him to
comfort and dignity and all his old titles, and left him to rule,
within his palace, with sufficient means.   The old blinded
man was pathetically happy, conferred all the great titles of
the dead Empire on General Lake, and passed his few re-
maining years in honour and comfort, his son and grandson
remaining, as we shall see, in the same position.   All the
derelict territories round Delhi that the Mahrattas were
persecuting, were annexed to the Company's dominions, and
the British frontier now touched the Sikh chiefs of the
Southern Punjab whom they were later to protect from the
conquering clutch of Runjhit Singh of Lahore.

The next year the Mahratta chieftain, Holkar, who had
refrained from joining Scindiah and the Rajah of Nagpur
against the British, suddenly declared war, inflicted a crush-